Guidelines for Seminar in Economics
How to write a “proposal”?

· A proposal is a writing plan that lays out the goal, scope and organization of the paper and identifies some of the sources and methods that will be used. 
· It may also be called a research design.

·  It should include the following components:  statement of the objective of the paper and the research question to be answered, a paragraph or two that puts the goal into context and explains why it is important, a brief review of the most salient literature, the data and methods to be used, and a bibliography of 10-20 sources largely based on refereed journal articles.  
· In addition, a proposal often includes a detailed outline of the main topics to be covered in the final paper using headings and subheadings to show the logical structure of the final paper (this is sometimes called a provisional table of contents).
·  A typical term paper proposal should be no more than four or five pages in length. 

